
Jameson, 
  
Thank you very much for your time and attention last week during our discussion of H.3151.  As follow up 
please see the email below from Julie Carullo regarding her contact with SACSCOC. 
  
Please let Senator Grooms know that we remain committed to bringing clarity to the existing statute and 
complying with the current law, however, we remained concerned about the specificity of the amendment.  I am 
happy to continue our discussions to see if we can reach some agreeable language. 
  
Thank you, Angie 
  
From: Julie Carullo [mailto:jcarullo@che.sc.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 9:09 AM 
To: Angela Leidinger; Olivia Burns 
Subject: Regarding Conversation with SACSCOC 
  
Hi Angie and Olivia, 
  
As discussed, I was able to speak with staff at SACSCOC late yesterday regarding H3151 and the proposed 
amendment.  I have attached notes relating to standards for which there may be implications. 
  
Thanks, 
Julie 
 

Julie Carullo 

SC Commission on Higher Education 

803.737.2292 ofc / 803.730.3830 cell 
jcarullo@che.sc.gov 

  
 
Attachment: 
 
The following are areas in SACSCOC standards for which there may be implications depending on the 
language in the legislation.  Some of the points of concern relate to several standards with respect to undue 
outside influence and faculty responsibility for curriculum and its delivery to students – Faculty has 
responsibility for programs and transmitting the information to the students; shouldn’t be in the hands of the 
legislature, governing board, or other outside entities.  Extends also to standard speaking to academic freedom 
which in this sense relates to faculty choices not being circumvented with respect to teaching and 
determination of course content.  
  
  
The Principles of Accreditation: Foundations of Quality Enhancement 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), 
2012, Fifth Edition, Second Printing 
http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/2012PrinciplesOfAcreditation.pdf 
  

  
3.2.4      The governing board is free from undue influence from political, religious, or 
other external bodies and protects the institution from such influence. (External 
influence) 
  
3.4.10    The institution places primary responsibility for the content, quality, and 
effectiveness of the curriculum with its faculty. (Responsibility for curriculum) 
  
3.7.4      The institution ensures adequate procedures for safeguarding and protecting 
academic freedom. (Academic freedom) 
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3.7.5      The institution publishes policies on the responsibility and authority of faculty in 
academic and governance matters. (Faculty role in governance) 

 

 

From: Olivia Burns 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2016 11:32 AM 
To: Jameson Broggi <JamesonBroggi@scsenate.gov> 
Subject: SACS accreditation related to curriculum content 
  
Jameson, 
As you know, Angie is working on language this afternoon and tomorrow, and CHE will 
touch base with SACS tomorrow morning at the latest for final word.  In the meantime, I 
wanted to share the following link to the SACS accreditation principle they are referring 
to when they say we may encroach on accreditation issues when we begin to define the 
materials to be used in a course.  See page 35, item 3.4.10, 
at: http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/2012PrinciplesOfAcreditation.pdf.   
  
SACS Accreditation [3.4.10 The institution places primary responsibility for the content, 
quality, and effectiveness of the curriculum with its faculty. (Responsibility for 
curriculum)] 
  
I just had a chance to read the Texas statute with more detail.  The difference I see 
there, as opposed to the draft amendment, is that they use words such as “must 
include”, “must cover”, “concentrate on important texts, including” rather than stating 
“must be required to read” and then naming certain documents.  As Julie Carullo 
mentioned, when it comes to SACS there is a very fine line as to what is acceptable and 
what is not. 
  
Olivia 
  
Olivia S. Burns 
Research Director, Higher Education 
Senate Education Committee 
Office of Sen. John Courson, Chairman 
Gressette Building, Room 412 
PO Box 142, Columbia SC 29202 
(803) 212-6253 
OliviaBurns@scsenate.gov 
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